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Northgate Band Boosters Mission Statement 
To support the students, staff, and director of bands at Northgate High School by: attending practices, concerts, competitions, football games, awards ceremonies, etc.; volunteering to chaperone, move equipment, construct props, sew flags, maintain uniforms, serve refreshments, tape performances, etc.; and participating in fundraising activities to purchase needed equipment and supplies. 

2010/11 Executive Board Members 
Officers:





 E-Mail Addresses




President 

Pattie Wheeler

pattie.wheeler@northgateband.org
Vice President
Susan Denney

susan.denney@northgateband.org
Secretary 

Cindy Pickett

          cindy.pickett@northgateband.org

Treasurer 

Pam Bernholtz

pam.bernholtz@northgateband.org 
Band Director
Alan Armstrong

alan.armstrong@cowetaschools.net
Asst. Band Director
Chris Sink


chris.sink@cowetaschools.net 
Committee Chairperson Positions: 

Fundraising

Laura Gable

Chaperones

Sandi Parson/Michael Whigham 

Equipment

Jeff Wright
Props 


Joe Mezzatesta
Publicity

TBD



Colorguard

Susan Denney

Uniforms
 
Ellen Gue 
Medical 

Maria Perez

Concession

Sheri Paris
Percussion

TBD
Announcer
 
TBD
Webmaster

Chris Frische
Nominating

TBD
8th grade recruiting   Rebecca Brownlow
Hospitality
          Cindy Pickett

Please contact any member of the Executive Board if you have comments, concerns, or would like more information about the Band boosters and the band program. 

Band Booster Meeting Schedule – 2010
Meetings are usually held on the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. (there is no meeting in June). The meetings are held in the Band Room or the Cafeteria. The meeting dates for 2010 are: 

January 12th

May 4th

September 7th
February 2nd

June (No meeting)
October 5th
March 2nd

July TBA 

November 2nd
April 13th

August 3rd

December 7th


The Executive Board meets prior to the band booster meetings to set the agenda. Officers are elected in December, and serve from January 1 through December 31. The officers serve one-year terms. Committee chairpersons are chosen in December and serve a one-year term. 

Important Information 

Marching Performances 

Football Games: The Marching Vikings will perform at all football games. 

· 5 home games and 5 away games plus any playoff games 

Parades: The Marching Band performs in at least 3 parades per year. These have included: 

· Newnan Fourth of July Parade with members of East Coweta and Newnan High School Bands 

· Newnan Christmas Parade 

· Martin Luther King, Jr. Parade with members of East Coweta and Newnan High School Bands 

· Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta (Egleston) Christmas Parade in Atlanta (selected years) 

· Chinese New Years in San Francisco, February 2003. (Special trip every 3 years to different locations) 

· Hollywood Christmas Parade, November 2005 
· St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Chicago, March 2010
Competitions 

The Marching Vikings compete in several competitions on Saturdays in October and November. The Band Director, based on various criteria, selects the competitions. The bands competitive legacy now includes 90 Class Championship awards, 24 Divisional Championship awards and 4 Grand Championship awards.  Competing in their own classification, the marching band has established a winning percentage of 91% over the last 11 years.  
The Viking Marching Band is the most competitively successful organization of any kind in Northgate High School History. 
Exhibitions 
These are non-competitive performances. 

· Coweta/Fayette County Exhibition hosted by East Coweta High School. This event is held in late September before the competitive season begins. It is a chance for the students to see performances by the other bands in the surrounding area. 

· Powers Crossroads Festival (selected years) 

Trips
The Marching Vikings will have the chance to participate at least every three years in a major trip involving performance venues nationwide. All parents are encouraged to attend the performances of the Viking Band. The students appreciate our support!

Away Performances: 

All students are required to ride the bus to all performances away from Northgate High School. Students should not bring valuables, such as cell phones, CD players, etc., on trips as the buses are not secure. Chaperones will not carry personal belongings for band members. 

If a student plans to ride home with his/her parents after an event, a note from the parent/guardian must be turned in before departing for the event. All notes should either be placed in the locked red box in the band director’s office or turned into the chaperone coordinator before departure. The student must be checked out with the designated bus chaperone and must be observed leaving with the parent. The student must have another trustworthy student turn in their uniform. 

Uniforms: 

Band Uniforms are a large financial investment and must last many years. Each student is assigned a uniform and is responsible for it. Band Uniforms are kept at the school and are checked out by the student prior to performances. Students are required to hang up the uniform properly and make sure it is in good shape before turning it in. Students are shown how to properly hang up the uniform. He/she may find another trustworthy student to turn in their uniform, but ultimately it is their responsibility. Uniforms are not to be taken home. 

The Band Boosters make arrangements to have the uniforms cleaned and part of the band fees you pay cover the costs of these multiple cleanings each year. 
Shakos (hats) and plumes will be provided for each student. These are also kept at the school. White gloves (not provided) and gauntlets (provided) are a requirement for most sections. Gloves are required for all sections except percussion. Students should NOT store their gloves and gauntlets in their shako box because they will mildew. 

All students are to wear black socks and black shoes with their uniforms. Orders for shoes will be taken at band camp and early in the school year. Clothes underneath marching uniforms are mandatory. Full uniforms are required when students are off the bus unless they receive other instructions from the Band Director. 

The Colorguard has its own uniforms. They are responsible for cleaning and maintaining their uniforms and any accessories that may be need (gloves, scarves, etc.). 

* It is important that students have all of their equipment with them for all marching performances. It is a good idea to check the night before to make sure everything is clean and can be located easily the next day. 

Items that are required for performances are:


Marching Band Members


Color Guard Members

  * Instrument



 
  * Uniform


  * White Gloves (except Percussion)
  * Accessories 


  * Black shoes & black socks 

  * Hose


  * Sticks/Mallets (percussion only)
  * Shoes

For District Festival performances and selected concerts throughout the year, students in all band classes are required to wear concert attire. This consists of a black tuxedo for the men, with a bow tie and cummerbund. The tuxedo is approximately $125. Women are required to wear a long back dress/jumpsuit that costs approximately $75.   Orders for the tuxedos and dresses will be taken in the fall to allow time for alterations. Previous band students may sell their concert attire. Anyone who has a tuxedo for sale is requested to notify Ms. McElreath in the band office. 

Rehearsals

Marching rehearsal begins in mid-July. They are usually held Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday evenings from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. After school starts the normal rehearsal schedule is Monday afternoons from 4 till 6 PM and Tuesday and Thursday afternoons from 5 till 8 PM.  Optional meals are available for purchase by our students on Tuesday and Thursday before rehearsal.  Additionally, many students utilize the time between dismissal and the Tuesday and Thursday rehearsals to get extra help from teachers or other students in academic work or study and complete homework.  The band also holds two Saturday “all day rehearsals” in the fall to prepare for the competitive season. Those are scheduled later in the summer. 
Students are required to be at all rehearsals unless excused by the Band Director. Students are to bring their drill book, a pen, and their own water bottle to rehearsals. They are to wear socks and tennis shoes. A light colored hat is recommended. Parents are welcome to attend the rehearsals. It is fun to watch the Band and the show change as the season progresses. There are some limited rehearsals necessary to prepare for concert performances. These are usually held after school and will be announced for each specific concert band with at least 2 weeks notice. 

Band Camp 

A fun-filled week spent at band camp is usually held the third week of July. During band camp, the students devote most of their time learning the new marching show. They also have time for fun activities, visiting with friends, or even taking a nap. Some evenings, there are planned activities like a pizza party, swimming, skit night, and videos. 

The cost of band camp is included in the band fee and includes transportation to and from camp, lodging, instruction, and all meals. The chaperones may provide concessions for sale, so some spending money is needed. 
Letters 

Marching band students are eligible to receive letters to be worn on a “letterman jacket” that they can purchase separately through various local vendors.   Band students must participate in marching season and in all concert performances in the same school year to receive their letters. Students will not receive letters if they have any unexcused absences from performances nor if they have more than one unexcused absence from a rehearsal.  Members of the Colorguard will receive letters if they meet the same criteria during Marching Season, and must participate in Winterguard or during the Concert Band season in the same year with the same policy concerning absences. 

Communication 

Communication of band events and Band booster news is very important. The band utilizes many methods in an attempt to keep everyone informed. The band booster website is http://www.northgateband.org/.  The Boosters also email information out to parents and students to let them know the latest on schedules and news, etc.
Volunteer Opportunities 

Volunteers are an important part of a successful band program! There are many things that family members can do to help the band.  If you are interested in volunteering for a particular position or just want to learn more about how you can help, please contact Pattie Wheeler, President or any of the Booster Board members. The best way to keep abreast of the volunteer opportunities is to attend the monthly band booster meetings.
Fundraising/Special Projects 

Contact: Laura Gable
Fundraising is an important function of the band boosters. Money raised through these activities goes into the individual student’s account, the general account, or both. This group also handles special projects that are needed by the band. 

Student accounts were created to help individual students raise their own money to pay for band expenses. Some students have funded their entire band year (including camp) through fundraisers. The money from their accounts can only be used for band items and activities. They are not savings accounts to be withdrawn from at any time, for any reason. 

The general account is maintained for the overall operation of the band. The band boosters support the marching band by purchasing equipment and paying supplemental staff that are not supplied by the school.  Examples include music, uniforms, awards, drill routines, flags, and props. The band boosters also help pay for supplemental staff salaries. This years Band booster budget is approximately $70,000.  Some of the fundraising activities are:
· Football Concessions: All money is designated for the band booster budget. 

· Renaissance Festival: Students are given the opportunity to work at the Renaissance Festival in the spring. They earn approximately $40.00 for each day they work. This money is put into their student accounts. Parents are needed to supervise the students and they also earn money for their student’s account. 

· Fruit Sales: This student fundraiser takes place in November and December. The fruit is delivered in time for the holidays.   A portion of the profit goes to the student with some also going to the general fund.
· Steak Dinner: This annual event is a major fundraiser for the band boosters. It is held in the early spring. It is a fun evening of good food, entertainment, and fellowship. 

· Corporate Sponsors: Corporations or individuals who donate funds to the Band Program will be recognized on the website, the bands trailer which travels with us to every game and competition and may also request a sign at our concession stand which is heavily visited during football games and our band contest.  More information on corporate sponsorship is available separately at booster meetings.  
	· Pine straw Sales: The pine straw fundraiser is one of the biggest fundraisers each year.  We sell the pine straw and band volunteers deliver and spread it. 
· Other fund raising events include:  brick sales and Pepsi or coke product sales

· Donations are always welcomed! 



	


Chaperones


Contacts:
 Sandi Parson/Michael Whigham  

Chaperones are needed for all events. The number of chaperones needed varies and is determined by the Band Director and the Lead Chaperone. Contact the Lead Chaperone to sign up for events. Volunteers are always welcome! 

Props 




Contact: Joe Mezzatesta
Volunteers are needed to help set up the props and to push the pit equipment into position on 
the field. Volunteers will also be needed to construct props for use in the show.
Equipment 



Contact: Jeff Wright 

Volunteers are needed to load and unload pit – take out equipment.

Percussion 



Contact: TBD 

Volunteers are needed to push the pit equipment into position on the field and remain with the students to return the equipment to the band room on home games. 

Colorguard 



Contact:
Susan Denney 

Volunteers are needed to sew flags for the Colorguard to use in the show.  In past years, volunteers also sewed the uniforms for the Colorguard. 

Football Concessions 

Contact:
Sheri Paris 

Operation of the concession stand at the home football games is a major source of funding for the band program. Each student’s parent will be asked to work in the concession stand during one home game.  We also need volunteers to cook hamburgers, hot dogs and french-fries.
Publicity 




Contact:
TBA 

This group is responsible for publicizing the activities of the marching band in the local paper and other media. 

Uniforms 




Contact:
Ellen Gue 

Volunteers are needed to fit students for uniforms in July and make minor alterations (hemming, repairing sequin panels, etc.) We also need volunteers to hand out uniforms before performances and to take them up afterwards. The students will be shown how to hang up the 
uniforms, but the volunteers check them.

8th grade recruiting 


Contact:
Rebecca Brownlow 

The group is responsible for assisting the band director to recruit rising 8th graders into the band program.  

Hospitality 



Contact:
Cindy Pickett 

The group is responsible for coordinating hostess activities involving the band program.  Some examples include middle school concerts and all day band practices. 
Valhalla Classic 


_Contact:
Lorraine and Phil La Rue
Volunteers are needed to help organize and plan the annual Valhalla Classic band competition hosted by the band under the supervision of our Valhalla Chairperson.  

Chaperone Guidelines 

Chaperones accompany the band on all events. These guidelines are intended to give you some idea of what you can expect from the chaperones. 

· In order to chaperone an event, volunteer parents must attend the chaperones training session offered by the band booster program.

· Two or three chaperones are needed to hand out uniforms before events and put them up afterwards, making sure that they are hung up properly and are in good shape. 

· Hang the bus numbers on the first inside windows of the buses so they can be easily seen. The numbers need to be taken down when we get back. 

· Prior to each departure, take roll to make sure every student is on the bus. Only those students on your list should be riding your bus. Count the number of students to make sure the numbers tally. The band director will make any changes. 

· Girls and boys are to sit in separate seats. They are to remain in their seats while the bus is in motion. All school rules are to be followed. 

· Food and drink will not be consumed on the buses. Exceptions to this may be made on long trips at the discretion of the band director. 

· No boom boxes or radios are allowed on the buses. Devices with headphones are allowed. 
· There will be no questionable language by students or chaperones. 

· The first two seats of the bus should be left vacant for chaperones and/or staff members. The chaperones may sit anywhere in the bus and may move around in order to monitor the students.  There must be one chaperone on the back seat of the bus. 

· Interpersonal relationships must be of the highest moral integrity and in good taste. Holding hands is acceptable as long as there is no other bodily contact as per school policy. However, there is to be NO handholding while in uniform. 

· Upon arrival at a performance site or other destination, students are to remain on the bus until the band director gives instructions. Students are not to get off the bus until they are in full uniform, unless instructed by the band director. All students will enter and leave the bus by way of the front door only. 

· The loading crew unloads equipment. These students will be the first off the bus. 
· Chaperones need to escort students to the restroom, concession stand, etc., at times designated by the band director. Two chaperones should accompany the students whenever possible. 

· Water coolers are brought to all performances. Chaperones help to serve the water to the students as needed. 

· During the third quarter, the marching band is given a break to visit the concession stand, restroom, and to visit with family and friends. Chaperones are to be available to supervise the students. 

· Medical Release Forms and basic first aid supplies are carried by one of the chaperones. 

· Chaperones will not smoke in front of the students and maintain positive attitudes. 

· The Lead Chaperone must have a note from the parent before leaving the school if a student is to be checked out early. The designated chaperone from that student’s bus must check the student out and observe him/her leaving with the parent/guardian. 

· Before returning to school, the roll must be called on each bus and the students counted. 

· Settle any questionable circumstances before it becomes a crisis. Should there be any instance in which you were not satisfied by the student’s response, see the band director. If a student has a problem with a chaperone, they should do what they are asked to do (unless it is something life-threatening), then talk with the band director. Students and chaperones should treat each other with mutual respect. 

These guidelines must be followed and enforcement done by everyone in a consistent manner for the protection of each student and the integrity of the band program. 

How do I become a chaperone? 

The Lead Chaperone is responsible for assigning chaperones for each event from a list of volunteers, and must take several things into consideration. At each event, there is a mix of new and experienced chaperones.  In order to chaperone an event, volunteer parents must attend the chaperones training session offered by the band booster program. To be a successful chaperone, you need to understand and support the band program (which includes being an active part of the Booster program), establish good rapport/authority with the students, and be in fairly good physical shape (it helps to have a good sense of humor!). 

Your first opportunity will probably be a home football game, and as you learn the ropes and demonstrate ability to work well with the director, students, and other chaperones, you may be asked to chaperone away football games, and then competitions. 

It is necessary for us to train in this progressive manner, and we ask new parents to understand our position. There will be times that everyone who wants to chaperone an event will not be able to. If this happens to you, attend the event anyway. Come sit with the chaperones. Be a part of what is going on even if you are not “official.” That way you are still gaining experience and learning to know the kids. 

Band camp is a unique experience, requiring chaperones with experience selected from volunteers by the head chaperone and approved by the band director. The selection process may seem “unfair” at times, but keep in mind that our top priority is safety of students and integrity of the band program. Band camp is not the time to be training brand new chaperones, so only those who have gone through the process above will be considered. The same is true of any overnight trips.
The following guidelines for band camp (and overnight trip) chaperones have been determined by the head chaperone, band director, experienced chaperones, and approved by the booster board. 

· Band camp chaperones will have demonstrated ability to successfully chaperone the band in other settings (by “successfully” we mean demonstrating the ability to take initiative when needed, follow orders, follow through on commitments, establish rapport/authority with students, get along with other chaperones, etc.) 

· Preference may be given to previous successful band camp chaperones. 

· Preference may be given to medically trained chaperones. 

· Band camp chaperones will have regularly attended Booster meetings and be active in the operations of the Boosters, demonstrating the ability to work well with others.

· Band camp chaperones will have their Booster account up to date, or have demonstrated initiative through the previous year in setting up and maintaining an organized payment plan. 
· Band camp chaperones must demonstrate consistent good physical and emotional health (able to work hard and for long periods of time in the heat and/or rain, able to go up and down 2-3 flights of stairs several times a day, able to deal with stressed out teenagers without taking it personally, able to eat camp food without requiring a special diet, do lots of fast walking---and be able to do all this while maintaining a cheerful, positive, helpful attitude) 

· Band camp chaperones must be objective. Band camp is not the time to intervene (as a parent) in issues between your “child” and other students, the director, or the program. 
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Message from the Director 
The Northgate Band Booster organization is a VITAL link to the success of our program here at Northgate. Through the committed effort of parents, staff and students, we have been able to set the standard in many ways for High School Band programs in our area. Your participation in this organization is desired, needed, and genuinely appreciated. Being a part of your children’s lives in this way is an experience that neither you, nor they will ever forget. The camaraderie and infectious enthusiasm of the students, staff and veteran parents is something you will carry with you for many years to come. 
We have many active “alumni parents” who stay involved with the program, long after their children have moved on. That is a tribute to the wonderful friendships born in this organization. We hope you will choose to become an active part of our band family and share the many wonderful experiences that will be available to us all in the coming years.   We are all looking forward to having the latest incoming freshmen students and parents be a part of our family committed to “Nothing Less Than The Best”  for many years to come. 

With Deepest Appreciation, 

T. Alan Armstrong
Director of Bands Northgate High School 

Champions do not become champions when they win the event, but in the hours, weeks, months, and years they spend preparing for it. The victorious performance itself is merely the demonstration of their championship character. 
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Northgate High School Band

Rising Freshman Information Sheet

Student Name ________________________________________

Mailing Address________________________________________

City, State, Zip_________________________________________

Home Phone # ________________________________________

Parents Name(s)_______________________________________

Student Email Address___________________________________

Parent(s) Email Address__________________________________

I am interested in the following band program(s) next year (check all that apply).

_____
Concert Bands (Concert Band, Symphonic Band, or Adv. Symphonic Band)
_____
Jazz Band

_____
Percussion Ensemble

_____
Marching Band

_____
Color Guard (Marching Season)

_____
Winter Guard

_____
Winter Drumline 
