Northgate Viking Band

Prospective Member Handbook

2010

Dear Prospective Members and Parents,


We are very excited to have this opportunity to offer you some information about the band program here at Northgate High School.  Our goal for the program here is simple and is embodied in the slogan we have chosen for ourselves and our program  “Nothing Less Than The Best” .  That is the kind of effort we expect from each member of our band family.  We know that if we put forth that kind of effort, success is not a question, merely a matter of time.  


We have had some exciting years since opening Northgate in August of 1996.  In our first decade the band distinguished itself in both concert and marching performances.  We move into the middle of our second decade with those same goals in mind.  I have enclosed a “Band Resume” in this packet so you might be able to view the organizations accomplishments as a performing and competitive unit.  Our school also continues to experience continued growth.  From our 21 students who enrolled originally, we anticipate approximately 140 students in our various programs next year and another marching band approaching 100 members strong.  We have a very ambitious and exciting show planned for next year and we hope your child and your family will want to be a part of that production.


Next year, I will enter my 23rd year as a band director in public schools.  That will also be my 21st year as a Lead Director at the High School level.  I have however, been teaching either my own or other people’s bands and drum and bugle corps for the last 28 years.   I have provided a brief summary of my background in addition to my time at Northgate so that you might better acquaint yourself with the type of program we are building here.  I firmly believe that it is my job to surround your children with the best and brightest educators we possibly can in order to provide them the best experience possible in our program.  We have been fortunate to secure some outstanding people over the years to work with our children and we look forward to your family being a part of our championship level band family.  


I am a STRONG believer in the value of a disciplined program and hard work.  There are simply no shortcuts to glory that so many people spend their life looking for.  We have built the program here to a championship level due to the hard work and diligence of the members, staff and parent booster organization.  Over the last 28 years I have never been associated with anything less than championship level programs whether it was as a staff member, performer or director.  We certainly aim to have Northgate continue that proud tradition in ALL aspects of the program. 


Some parents are always concerned about the amount of time the band program will take for their child to take an active part, and that this time, might hurt their academic progress.  Later in this packet, I will provide several examples of research done in the last decade which shows that active participation in music education actually HELPS students academically, not hurt them.  Music educators have long felt that our programs benefited students in many varied ways, and now we have research to back up those facts.  The higher order thinking skills demanded of and developed by the study of musical performance, help students develop the advanced brain processes necessary to handle the more abstract thinking necessary for such academic pursuits as Algebra, Trigonometry, Calculus, Physics and Chemistry.    In addition, over the last 23 years, we have found that the band members most active in the programs which take up the most time (i.e. marching band), perform better in the fall semester than during the winter and spring.  This is due to the time management skills developed by those activities and the self-discipline during the course of those activities.   Furthermore, they are associating with a positive peer group on a daily basis.  With the benefit of fewer courses to worry about at any one time with block scheduling, our students have found even greater academic success these past few years.  


I have witnessed students who quit a sport or quit band in order to “spend more time with their friends” or “concentrate on academics”.  Unfortunately for them, their friends didn’t quit with them.  This either left them alone a great deal or associating with a much less desirable peer group.  The net result is almost always negative for the student.  Activities like band and athletics do take up a great deal of time and effort on both the students and parents’ part.  This however, helps teach our children that anything worth having comes at a price.  The more prized the possession (i.e. a championship level program) the higher that price for them in their time and dedication.


Our band boosters have a website with some basic information about the band program.   There is also specific information for our 8th grade students.  We try to use this site as a means of communication concerning dates for rehearsals, performances etc…  as often as possible so please check it often so we can communicate as effectively as possible.  If there are any changes to procedures for scheduling or changes to our rehearsals for next year, we will post new information about that as soon as it is available.  Check back often for updates as they are fairly regular at this time of year.  .  You can access the site at:

www.northgateband.org

Performing Ensembles of the Northgate Band program


The 2010-2011 year will once again see three concert bands at Northgate.  Each of these classes is designed to provide our students with the opportunity to continue their music education at the level most appropriate for their current level of achievement.  

Advanced Symphonic Band


This group meets each day for a full block.  Membership in this ensemble requires the use of two of the students 8 credits for the year, as they must register for a class first semester and 2nd semester to participate.  This is the most advanced performing ensemble available for instrumental music students at Northgate.  This ensemble will generally perform literature at the Grade 5 and 6 levels.  They will participate in the Winter Holiday concert, our Pre-Festival concert, District Festival performance and a spring Concert as well.  In the future, there may be some years where there are opportunities for this ensemble to be featured as a performing group in other prestigious situations.  A few years ago, we performed for a statewide leadership conference held in Griffin, GA.  Possible future performances might include participation as a featured group at Honor Band Festivals or as a featured group at the Georgia Music Educators Convention.   Those are very special opportunities to represent our school and community.  Those performances will be scheduled well in advance and may require some extra after school rehearsals over and above what is normally required of this ensemble.  There are limited after school rehearsals conducted in preparation for our concert performances.  These are scheduled in advance and are required of all students.  Members are expected to purchase appropriate uniforms for performance.  These run approximately $115 for the young men to purchase a tuxedo and approximately $65 for the young ladies to purchase a dress.

Symphonic Band 

This is the intermediate level performing ensemble at the High School level and this group will perform primarily Grade 4 literature.  This group meets each day for a full block.  .Membership in this ensemble requires the use of two of the students 8 credits for the year, as they must register for a class first semester and 2nd semester to participate.  They will participate in the Winter Holiday concert, our Pre-Festival concert, a District Festival performance and a Spring Concert as well. There are limited after school rehearsals conducted in preparation for our concert performances.  These are scheduled in advance and are required of all students. Members are expected to purchase appropriate uniforms for performance.  These run approximately $115 for the young men to purchase a tuxedo and approximately $65 for the young ladies to purchase a dress.

Concert Band/Instrumental Techniques
This is the entry level performing ensemble at the High School level and this group will perform primarily Grade 3 literature as well as develop the skill sets necessary to perform at the High School level.  This group meets each day for a full block.  Membership in this ensemble requires the use of two of the students 8 credits for the year, as they must register for a class first semester and 2nd semester to participate.  They will participate in the Winter Holiday concert, our Pre-Festival concert, a District Festival performance and a Spring Concert as well. There are limited after school rehearsals conducted in preparation for our concert performances.  These are scheduled in advance and are required of all students. Members are expected to purchase appropriate uniforms for performance.  These run approximately $115 for the young men to purchase a tuxedo and approximately $65 for the young ladies to purchase a jumpsuit.

Percussion Class

This class is designed for all our entering percussion students during 1st semester.  These students will be provided a percussion techniques class which explains the development of and performance techniques for every percussion instrument used at the Grade 3 through 6 level.  As the semester progresses, they will be given specific ensemble performance responsibilities in this class as well.  During 2nd semester each of these students will be assigned to membership in one of the three other concert band classes and perform with that group at Festival and the spring concert.  

Marching Band


This ensemble meets strictly after school and members must meet some specific criteria and performances levels in order to earn membership in this organization.  This is by far the most visible part of the band program.  The marching band begins rehearsals in July.  They attend a band camp in late July or early August.  This camp is paid for by the students.   The cost for last years camp was $325.  This covers the entire costs of camp (including all meals, housing, travel and instruction for that week).  There is also a participation fee for marching band which for the ‘09 – ‘10 school year was $325, thus making the total fees for marching band last year $650.  The Boosters and staff are committed to keeping fees either at the same rate or lower for the 2010 – 2011 school year.  We will be setting those fees in the coming months as we negotiate our costs for band camp with the college.  This fee covers the rental and cleaning of the uniforms and helps offset the expense of the equipment and instructional staff hired to work with the marching band during the fall.  It does NOT completely cover the costs of running a band program like ours.   It is imperative that students and parents help fundraise to support the program.
Each student will have MULTIPLE opportunities to raise the money to pay this fee and the payments are spread out over the entire summer and fall season to make it affordable for parents.  If money is ever an issue, please don’t hesitate to contact Mr. Armstrong.  The goal of the band boosters is to never deny a student the opportunity to participate in any activity solely due to financial problems.  If the students and parents are willing to work towards the monetary goals necessary, we will work to try and find a way to make that happen. 

This group rehearses throughout the fall three days per week.  There will also be two or three “Saturday Rehearsals” during the summer/fall.  Currently the band is scheduled to perform at all 10 regular season football games as well as at any playoff games our teams earn the right to compete in.  There will usually be three competitive performances in the fall at marching competitions and an exhibition performance with the East Coweta and Newnan Bands in the early fall.   This year we will once again play host to our own marching competition and the band will perform an exhibition at the end of the competitive performances.   In years when we are not traveling overnight otherwise, we often make one of our fall marching competitions a one night overnight trip. That is a possibility for the fall of 2010, but no final plans are set for that yet.  The band also performs at the Newnan Christmas Parade and joins with the Newnan and East Coweta bands to provide a joint combined band for the July 4th and Martin Luther King parades each year.  Every two years the band travels overnight for several days and every four years the band takes a “MAJOR trip” (i.e.  Hollywood, CA, Chicago IL, Washington DC).  Incoming Freshmen in 2010 can count on that trip coming during their senior year.    Some other minor local performances are possible as needed
Jazz Band


This ensemble meets strictly after school and will be on an audition basis as needed.  Instrumentation is limited and specific.  The rehearsal schedule for this ensemble will vary from year to year according to the time available for the directors to invest in this organization.  They will perform each year on a Spring Concert.  If sufficient staffing is supplied, this organization may begin rehearsing throughout the year on a limited basis and be available for a limited number of local performances throughout the year.
Indoor Competitive Winter Colorguard

The Band Boosters also sponsor an indoor competitive winter colorguard unit that has just entered their tenth year.  Under the leadership of Auxiliary Director, Ginger Armstrong and with the help of several outside staff members, this unit was named 2002 Winterguard International Southeastern Regional Champions and also named the Gold Medallist and Champions of the Southeastern United States Colorguard Circuit.   In 2003, they attended the Winter Guard International Championship competition for the first time and placed 16th in the NATION.  In 2005 they were named the Bronze Medalist at the Southeastern United State Championships and during the 2006 season they placed fourth at the same event, narrowly missing their third medal.  In 2007, they were named silver medalists at the Southern Association for Performance Arts (SAPA) Championships.  In 2008, due to growth in the program, this program expanded to include both a scholastic and an independent guard.  The scholastic guard finished 4th in their classification in their first year and the Independent unit was named Gold Medalist at the SAPA Championships and finished in 5th place in the WORLD in A Class at the Winter Guard International (WGI) Championships held in Dayton Ohio.   In 2009, the scholastic unit was the silver medalist at SAPA Championships and the independent unit was the Gold Medalist at SAPA Championships and finished 13th in the WORLD in Open Class,   Both units will continue next year and hope to repeat the phenomenal success of their first few years.  These students begin rehearsing shortly after the competitive marching season and are selected by audition in November for membership in this organization.   Various levels of membership in this ensemble may be open to members of our hornline and percussion as well who may wish to expand their performance opportunities to include the various implements used in modern colorguard performance.  While this ensemble is funded in part by our booster club it will require a separate participation fee to help offset the costs of equipment and instruction.   

Indoor Competitive Winter Percussion Ensemble
In order to provide more specialized training and some performance opportunities unique to these type instruments, we instituted our first Percussion Ensemble unit five years ago.   In their first year, they finished 11th in the Southeastern United States, the highest placing first year percussion unit in competition.  This unit has been named a WGI Regional Finalist in 2006, the silver medalist at the SAPA Championships in 2007,  the gold medalist at the WGI Southeastern Regional in 2008 and 2009, the silver Medalist at the 2009 SAPA Championships  and Gold Medalist at the 2008 SAPA Championship.  In 2010, due to growth in the program a second scholastic unit was started to meet the needs of all our students.  Membership in these units will be by audition only but will be open to members of the hornline and colorguard who might wish to expand their performance opportunities to include percussion instruments.  They rehearse throughout the winter and early spring and travel to approximately 4 competitions in the Metro Atlanta area.  They generally attend at least one out of state Regional competition each year and will also attend the Circuit Championships each year as well.  This ensemble is funded in part by our booster club but will require a separate participation fee to help offset the costs of equipment and instruction.   

Scheduling


Northgate is on what is known as a traditional “4 x 4 block”.   While this makes scheduling more of a challenge, it is still possible to be a part of the band program all four years and fulfill all requirements for any of the diploma tracks here in Coweta County.  I am enclosing a “mock four year schedule” that will help you as you try to find time for band classes and all academics/electives you might wish to take.  If there is EVER a question about your ability to schedule a band class, I would ask you contact me and allow me to look over the situation.  After two decades in the business, I am often able to find solutions where others don’t seem to see them.  If at any time, you have any trouble scheduling a band class for your student, please let me know and I will speak with the counselors about your specific situation. 

Here is a summary of my background in addition to my time here at Northgate

T. Alan Armstrong

Background and Experience

Arranger - Drill Designer



Jacksonville State University







“Marching Southerners”







1986

Member – Section Leader and Soloist

Spirit of Atlanta Drum and Bugle Corps






1982-1986

Brass Staff Member



Spirit of Atlanta Drum and Bugle Corps






1986**-1997, 2000

Brass Arranger and Brass Caption Head

Spirit of Atlanta Drum and Bugle Corps






2001

**(Served as a brass staff member during my final year as a marching member.  The corps is internationally competitive and placed between 22nd in and 5th in the world during my tenure with them)

Program and Instructional Coordinator

Court of Honor Drum and Bugle Corps






2002- 2004
Corps finished 11th in their Division in their first season in International competition.  In their second season, the corps finished fourth in the world including an undefeated season in brass.  Helped secure sponsorship contracts with King Brass Instruments, Adams Percussion Instruments and Fruhauf Uniform Inc. for their second season. 

Brass Caption Head



Memphis Sound Drum and Bugle Corps







2005

The corps completed their season as a Finalist in the Div II/III World Championships in Boston, MA
Visual Caption Head



Corps Vets Drum and Bugle Corps  
2008 – 2009
Brass Caption Head



Corps Vets Drum and Bugle Corps
 
2010
The corps finished as a finalist in the Drum Corps Associates World Championships in each season

Director of Bands



Elba High School – Elba, AL






1988-1991

Silver Division Grand Champions


Enterprise, AL  “Battle of the Bands”

Concert Bands Qualified for State Festival

1989-1991

Director of Bands



Lanett High School – Lanett, AL






1991-1995

Silver Division Grand Champions


Peach Blossom Invitational







(retired the rotating trophy after the third win)

One of only 6 High Schools selected to appear in the 1995 Governors Inaugural Parade

T. Alan Armstrong

Background and Experience (continued)

Asst. Director of Bands



East Coweta High School – Sharpsburg, GA






1995-1996

3 Grand Championship Awards for marching band

Performed in Eglestons Christmas Parade

All 3 concert bands received superior ratings at concert Festival

Personally started and directed the ECHS Jazz Band

Jazz Band received superior ratings at festival playing grade 4 music in their first year as a unit

Band received invitation to participate in the 1996-97 “Festival of States” – St. Petersburg, FL

Director of Bands



Northgate High School – Newnan, GA






1996 – present

Bands have earned more than 100 Class, Divisional or Grand Championship Awards in 12 years of competition
Concert Bands have received superior ratings at the grade 3, 4, 5 and 6 level.  

Named Northgate High School Teacher of the Year 1997-98

Named to Who’s Who of American Teachers 1999-2000, 2001-2002, 2003-2004, 2004-2005, 2006-2007
Northgate High School “STAR Teacher” 2009

Other General Professional Experience/Honors

Selected to serve as the Inaugural Director of the GA Lions Club All State Marching Band  1999, 2000

Hired to instruct and consult with Japanese Bands and Drum and Bugle Corps  1996

Selected to serve as the founding “Instructional Coordinator” for the “Court of Honor” Drum and Bugle Corps -- 2002

Selected to serve as the brass caption Head for the Memphis Sound Drum and Bugle Corps -- 2005

Musical Arrangements published by Jalen Publishing Company  (since 2000)

Served as a judge for United States Scholastic Band Association events since 2000 

Served as a judge for Drum Corps International events since 2006 

Selected as Most Inspirational Staff Member for the Court of Honor Drum and Bugle Corps -- 2004

Selected as the Most Outstanding Staff Member for the Memphis Sound Drum and Bugle Corps -- 2005

Served as a Leadership Clinician and Motivational Speaker for High School Students since 2001

Served as the Music Coordinator for “Spirit Camps” Inc, the largest Marching Band Leadership 

camp in the Southeast since 1995

Member Georgia Music Educators Association Marching Band Steering Committee -- 2007 to the present

Band Staff

Our Band Staff is one of the finest in the Southeast with many years of experience in various championship organizations.  Each of these ladies and gentlemen are professional educators of some fashion and provide our students with the highest level of instruction at every opportunity.  As the band grows we will be forced to add staff and we will be looking for people with the same kind of professionalism and dedication to excellence that these people provide.  Our current staff is as follows and I think you will find them to be one of the most competent, experienced staffs of any band in our area.

Mr. Chris Sink


Assistant Director of Bands

The most recent addition to our full time staff, Mr. Sink comes to us with an outstanding background in concert and marching activities.  He assists with all aspects of the Northgate Band program.  He is the Primary Conductor for the Symphonic Band and also conducts each of our concert bands.  He served for a year as the Assistant Director of Bands at Heritage High School in Conyers, GA before coming to Northgate.  He is a graduate of the University of West Georgia where he served as Drum Major of the marching band.   His  major instrument is tuba and he also has many years experience in the drum and bugle corps activity having been a marching member of the Spirit Drum and Bugle Corps, The Phantom Regiment Drum and Bugle Corps and the CorpsVets Drum and Bugle Corps.  He now serves as a member of the visual staff at CorpsVets in addition to his duties with the Northgate Program.  
Band Staff (cont.)

Dr. Eric Chandler

Assistant Director of Bands





Dr. Chandler holds the Bachelor of Music degree from Ball State University and the 

Master of Music and Doctor of Musical Arts degrees from the Louisiana State 

University.  He has taught music for nineteen years to students in grades K through 12. 

This is Dr. Chandler’s first year as the Music Specialist at Canongate Elementary and 

on the band staff at Northgate High School. As a percussionist, Eric has performed with 

almost every orchestra in the Atlanta area including the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 

and was timpanist for 13 years with the Gwinnett Philharmonic. Dr. Chandler has 

performed in Carnegie Hall and was a featured percussionist in the 1996 Olympic 

Games Opening Ceremonies. While teaching in Indiana, Dr. Chandler’s drumlines won 

many state and regional awards and his percussion groups have performed at the state 

GMEA conference, the National Association of Middle Schools Conference, on 
Atlanta’s FOX-5 morning show, and with Liam Teague, an internationally known steel drum virtuoso.
Mrs. Lynn McElreath

Fine Arts Department Secretary

Assists with all logistical aspects of the Northgate Band program. Handles monetary and administrative tasks as appropriate for the entire program.  Mrs. McElreath is a longtime Coweta County resident having worked in several different capacities in different schools through the years.  She returns for her fourth year with our staff and has been an incredibly positive addition.

Mrs. Ginger Armstrong

Auxiliary Coordinator





Responsible for all auxiliary unit functions.  She has 28 years of experience in 

colorguard and dance.  Two time world champion as a colorguard performer.  

Units under her direction have a string of 16 straight years of superior ratings 

She has served as the Camp Coordinator and Auxiliary Director  for “Spirit Camps” the largest marching band leadership camp in the Southeast

Mrs. Kira Sink


Music and Visual Instructor




A 2004 graduate of Northgate where she was a flute section leader in the band. ,  
She marched Court of Honor Drum and Bugle Corps in 2003 and 2004, Spirit Drum 

and Bugle Corps in 2006 and 2007, and CorpsVets 2008-2010, all as a baritone 
player—and is now a section leader with CorpsVets. She also spent four years with the 
West Georgia Marching band on baritone, and graduated in December 2008. This year 
was her second as a staff member with the Northgate Band.

Mr. Freddy Martin

Program and Musical Consultant





Responsible for consultation and instruction involving the marching band and 

Concert Band programs throughout the year.  Mr. Martin has served as a 

clinician and adjudicator in most of the fifty states and in England. He has been 

an active adjudicator for Bands of America for the past twenty-five years, 

judging over fifty of their regional championship events and the BOA Grand 

Nationals fourteen times.   He currently serves as the Director of 
Bands for the prestigious Westminster Schools in Atlanta.   He was the founding 
Director of the Spirit of Atlanta Drum and Bugle Corps, a Drum Corps International 
Championship Finalist 12 times during his time with the corps. He currently serves as 

Director Emeritus of that organization.  He is also an instructor and consultant for the 
Phantom Regiment Drum and Bugle Corps from Rockford, IL.  Most recently, Mr. 
Martin was inducted into the Drum Corps International Hall of Fame based on his 
accomplishments and dedication to the Drum Corps activity and the students involved 
through the years. 
ARTS MAY IMPROVE STUDENTS’ GRADES
by Carl Hartman, The Associated Press, 10/22/99

WASHINGTON (AP) - If your teenagers want to be in the high school band or drama club, let them. It may improve their grades.

High school students who take music lessons and join theater groups do better in math, reading, history, geography and citizenship, according to a study of Education Department data to be published today.

"If young Americans are to succeed and to contribute to what Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan describes as 'our economy of ideas,' they will need an education that develops imaginative, flexible and tough-minded thinking," Education Secretary Richard Riley said in a message accompanying the study. "The arts powerfully nurture the ability to think in this manner." 

The study, which tracked more than 25,000 students for more than 10 years, found that students who reported consistently high levels of involvement with instrumental music scored significantly higher on math tests by the 12th grade.  This observation held true for students regardless of their parents' income, occupations and levels of education, said James S. Catterall, the lead author and an education professor at the University of California, Los Angeles. 

While 38.6 percent of higher-income students who were uninvolved in music scored high in math, 48 percent of those highly involved in music received high marks.

"Kids who are more advantaged tend to be more involved in the arts. Period. They have more opportunities and you'd expect them to do better," Catterall said in an interview.

But the influence of music was far more pronounced among lower-income students. 

Among the lower-income students without music involvement, only 15.5 percent achieved high math scores. But of the musically oriented group, more than twice as many excelled in math.  "It's not a matter of economic advantage. It's a matter of something happening with the arts for the kids," Catterall said.

The study also found that as students progress through high school they are less likely to be involved in the arts.

"There's a clear trend," Catterall said. "Kids' participation in the arts declines. It may be that high schools offer fewer programs than middle schools or that kids are more concerned with academics or admissions to college." 

Fewer than 3 percent of seniors take out-of-school classes in music, art or dance, compared with more than 11 percent of sophomores.

More than half of the "high-involvement" seniors are found in top levels on standardized tests, compared with fewer than 43 percent of the "low-involvement" seniors. 


This study was one of seven included in "Champions of Change - The Impact of the Arts on Learning," by Edward B. Fiske, former education editor of The New York Times. The project was sponsored by the GE (General Electric) Fund and the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation


Texas All State Band Members

SAT Results

as Compared to National and State Averages




           1994        1995       1996      1997      1998       1999      2000

	PRIVATE
Composite Score
	1098
	
	1132
	
	1211
	
	1210
	
	1216
	
	1207
	
	1215

	National Average
	902
	
	910
	
	1013
	
	1016
	
	1017
	
	1016
	
	

	State Average
	886
	
	893
	
	995
	
	996
	
	995
	
	993
	
	


Current brain research indicates that many people naturally think musically - especially as young children. As parents and educators it is imperative that we value creative thinking in children and ensure that their capacities for learning music are as fully developed as possible. In order to achieve this goal, music classes taught by specialists should be part of every student's school day,
PREPARATION FOR LIFE
We all want our children to experience a healthy, happy and prosperous life and to enjoy themselves in the process. There are certain mental tools which aid in this goal, and music is crucial in honing these tools:

Creativity. Music opens horizons of the mind and supports wonderment, imagination, appreciation, and sensitivity. Creativity is the source of possibility and is a mental muscle that must be trained and exercised often.

Communication. Music is a language beyond words. Music can only be explained with music because of its various styles, textures, tempos, and dynamics. Music truly stirs the soul of people. No words or visual display can come close to the emotional impact of music.

Critical Assessment. Music is one of the key areas where an individual can develop a consistency between intellectual and emotional understanding. Here is the chance to bridge the cognitive and affective data of life, which many feel is the recipe of genius. We can create formulas instead of just solutions, and we can be pro-active rather than re-active. We can open the mind and avoid tunnel vision - and in doing so, come up with discerning opinions which develop quality character.

Commitment. It is almost impossible to be "partially committed" to music. One may quit on a test, refuse to turn in an assignment, or just not be aware of what is going on in a lecture class, but the participation level in music requires a focus of attention unlike most subjects in school. Music causes one to learn persistence and the value of "not giving up," even when there is the temptation to throw in the towel. Many have pointed to "stay power" as one of the greatest personal attributes in our society. Welcome to one of the key benefits of the study of music.

 Excerpts from "The Value of Music" by Tim Lautzenheiser, Attitude Concepts for Today.

Northgate High School Band Resume 2009
In 12 years as a competitive unit, the marching band has amassed 90 class championship awards, 24 Divisional Championship Awards and 4 Grand Championship Awards.  The Northgate Viking Band is the most competitively successful organization in the HISTORY of Northgate High School.  Competing in their own classification, they have established a winning percentage of 91 % over the last 12 years.  EVERY student that ever marched even just one season, has walked from the field as a champion at LEAST once.  Almost all of them have been part of many more championship efforts.  

They have performed in the WSB-TV Salute To America 4th of July Parade on three occasions (one of the largest July 4th parades in the Nation)

They have performed four times in the Egleston’s/Childrens Healthcare of Atlanta Christmas Parade.  In 2003, they were asked to come to Atlanta 2 days early and videotape the Grand Opening of the CHOA Festival of Trees with parade Grand Marshall “Mickey Mouse”.  This opening ceremony was telecast during the live broadcast of the Parade 2 days later.

They were named the Band Division Parade Champions of the 2003 Chinese New Years Day Parade in San Francisco California.

They were selected to participate in the Hollywood Christmas Parade in Hollywood California in 2005.

They have performed live on “Star-94” the highest rated radio station in Atlanta, along with Morning show hosts Steve McCoy and Vicki Locke

The Indoor competitive colorguard program now consists of two units; an Independent group for our more experienced and advanced students and a scholastic group to serve the needs of our less experienced members.   Between the two units they have earned Silver Medalist honors at their Circuit Championship event 4 times and Gold Medalist honors at Circuit Championships 3 times.   The Independent unit has been named as a finalist at ten Winterguard International Regional Championships and finished in 5th place at the Winter Guard International World Championships in Independent A Class in 2008.  After being promoted to Open Class for the 2009 season, they finished in 13th place in the World Championship finals in 2009.   The Scholastic unit earned Silver Medalist honors at the SAPA Championship in only their second year of existence. 
The indoor competitive percussion unit has been named a finalist at 3 Winterguard International Regional Percussion Championships.  They were also named the silver medalist at the Southern Association for Performing Arts Championships in 2007 and 2009 and Gold Medalist in 2008.   They also were named the Gold Medalist at the Winterguard International South Carolina Regional Percussion Championship in both 2008 and 2009.  Beginning in 2010, due to growth in the program, there will be two Pecussion units as well with one competing in Independent A Class and one in Novice Class. .
The band has been represented by membership in Honor Bands at the University of Georgia, The University of South Carolina, Georgia State University, Jacksonville State University, and the University of West Georgia.  The band has been represented in the Georgia Music Educators All State band on nine different occasions.

The Concert Band program consists of three concert bands which regularly participate in Georgia Music Educators events and perform multiple yearly concerts in the community.  The bands perform literature ranging from Grade 3 to Grade 6 (the most difficult music available) in both festivals and concerts.   The Advanced Symphonic Band performed for the GA State Leadership Convention in 2003.   They have also had the honor of playing for the Ambassadors from Gifu, Japan.

The band or their affiliated units have traveled to and performed in Gulf Shores, AL    Pensacola, FL   Washington, DC   Mobile, AL    San Diego, CA    Murfreesboro, TN    Dayton, OH    Tampa, FL    Hollywood, CA    Panama City Beach, Florida  as well as hundreds of local and regional performances over the last 12 years.

Below you will find a few quotes and thoughts that have helped lay the philosophical groundwork for the band program here at Northgate.  I hope they might give you a better understanding of who we are and what we stand for. 

Losers Find Excuses, Winners Find a Way

The difference between a successful person and others has nothing to do with intelligence or talent; it’s a matter of will 

----- Vince Lombardi

Do just once what others say you cannot do and you will never pay attention to their limitations again. 

-----  James R. Cook

Practice with Real Intensity to Develop Excellence

Perform with Real Intensity to Demonstrate Excellence

Excellence can only be achieved by


Dreaming more than others think is practical


Risking more than others think is safe


Caring more than others think is wise


Expecting more than others think is possible

Whatever it takes…….

----- G. Armstrong
People fail in direct proportion to their willingness to accept socially acceptable excuses for failure

----- W. Steven Brown

We are what we repeatedly do.  Excellence therefore is not an act, but a habit.

----- Aristotle

Champions do not become champions when they win the event, but in the hours, weeks, months and years they spend preparing for it.  The victorious performance itself is merely the demonstration of their championship character.  

----  A. Armstrong
Music and Academic Achievement

Northgate High School Band Members
Cumulative Grade Point Averages
Concert Band Students


78.5 Average GPA

Entry level concert band for students

from Middle Schools

Symphonic Band Students

89.56 Average GPA
Middle level Concert band for 

students who have moved past

entry level achievement levels

at the High School level

Advanced Band Students


91.6 Average GPA

Most Advanced level concert band

for students performing music

written for collegiate and professional bands

and orchestras.  Usually only available

to juniors and seniors who have 

participated in 2 to 3 years of previous

band classes

Marching Band Students


89.84 Average GPA

Mixture of students from all 

three of the above bands.  Typically

rehearse three days per week after school and

participate in several weekend 

activities throughout the fall

Concert Band only Students

83.26 Average GPA

Typically students who chose

not to do marching band in 

order to focus on academics or 
other activities
We have found over the years that the self discipline, time management skills and peer tutoring program available to marching band students causes students to perform at higher academic levels than their peers that choose NOT to participate in marching band in order to focus on academic achievement.  These statistics bear that out.
Coweta County High School Diploma

4 year Scheduling Plan for Fine Arts Students

On the next page you will find a sample schedule for the typical diploma path our Band Students have taken. While some people will tell you it is impossible to take four years of band classes and finish the necessary requirements, you will see that it is actually feasible to effectively participate for all four years both semesters.  In utilizing this planning grid, you still have room for all the required courses you need, room for the generally accepted “optional but needed classes” (i.e. Drivers Ed) and also have room for multiple other AP options or other Elective courses you may want to take.   If anyone tells you that it is impossible, they are either misinformed or have their own reasons for trying to convince you otherwise.  You should ask what those reasons are.  
If you find that your scheduling situation doesn’t fit into the plan provided, please don’t hesitate to contact me for help.  Some people will not be as experienced in helping you find a way to stay in the program all four years.  I will do my best for each and every student to help you find a way to make a schedule work.  Rest assured, I want what is best for our students both academically and as musicians, so we will work to find the best solution that does not compromise their education. 

Feel free to contact myself or Ms. Barton at any time to discuss scheduling options or problems if you have the need. 

We can be reached in the office at 770-463-5585  Ext 223 or via email at

alan.armstrong@cowetaschools.net or alan.armstrong@northgateband.org  
chris.sink@cowetaschools.net 
Coweta County Diploma Schedule

Including 4 years of Band 

	New Diploma Requirements
	9
	10
	11
	12

	Core Classes
	9th Lit Comp


	10th Lit Comp
	American Lit Comp
	English Lit Comp

	Core Classes
	Civics


	World History
	US History
	Economics

	Core Classes
	Math


	Math
	Math
	Math

	Core Classes
	Science


	Science
	Science
	Science

	Required PE, Desired Driver Ed and 

AP Options
	Health and Personal Fitness
	Drivers Ed **(can be taken outside regular hours to offer another elective option) 
	AP/Elective Option # 3
	AP/Elective Option # 4

	Foreign Language,   Elective, Math Support and AP Options
	Foreign Language #1  or AP/Elective Option # 1

(may be used for “Math Support” if needed)
	Foreign Language # 2 or AP/Elective Option # 2

(may also be used for “Math Support” if needed)
	AP/Elective Option # 5 or 

Foreign Language # 3 (could be Foreign Language # 1 if math support needed earlier)
	AP/Elective Option # 6 or

Foreign Language # 4 

(could be Foreign Language # 2 if math support needed earlier) 

	Band Classes All four years
	Band
	Band
	Band
	Band

	Band Classes All four years
	Band


	Band
	Band
	Band


Band covers the 3 required units from Fine Arts and/or Modern Language and/or CTAE. But remember, students going on to a school within the University System of Georgia and most other four year Universities must have 2 consecutive levels of a modern language.
Northgate High School Band

Rising Freshmen Information Sheet for 2010 - 11
Name
_________________________________________________

Instrument(s)
____________________________________________

Mailing Addy
_____________________________________________

City State Zip  _____________________________________________

Home Phone
_____________________________________

Parents Name(s)
_____________________________________________

Student Email address
________________________________________________

Parent’s Email Address
________________________________________________

I am interested in information about the following band programs next year 

(check any that apply) 

Concert Bands (Concert Band, Symphonic Band or Adv. Symphonic Band)  


______

Jazz Band









______

Pep Band









______

Marching Band  









______

Fall Colorguard









______

Winterguard









______

Winterdrumline









______

Woodwind Quintet








______

Brass Quintet









______

Percussion Ensemble








______ 

YOU ARE A VIBP!!!

(Very Important BAND Parent)

Please tell us more about you and your family…

Last Name:

_____________________________________________

First Name/s:
_____________________________________________

Student’s Name (FN & LN):
(1)____________________________________________________






 (2)____________________________________________________

Students Instrument(s)  __________________________________________

Mailing Address:

______________________________________________________




______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
Home Phone Number:
________________________________________

Mom’s Cell Number:
________________________________________

Dad’s Cell Number:

________________________________________
Parent’s Email Address:  Please list an address that is checked regularly



______________________________________________________

Student Involvement (circle all that apply currently or that may apply for rising Freshmen)


Marching Band

Concert Band
Symphonic Band

Adv. Symphonic Band
Fall Color Guard
Winter Percussion

Winter Guard

Pep Band

Jazz Band
Northgate Band Parent Skill Inventory

We often need to call on parents to help us in various capacities to help with projects etc… to support the kids.  Please look through the list below and see if you see any areas where you might be able to contribute to the program through your service.   Feel free to list any other areas that are not mentioned if you have specific skills you think might be valuable for the program. 

I (we) can assist in the following ways:

 

_____Soliciting corporate donations, grants, etc...

_____Organizing and supervising fundraising projects

_____Computer skills
_____Organizing recreational and social events
_____Assisting during the school day with clerical work
_____Assisting during afternoon/evening rehearsals with clerical work
_____Sewing skills 
_____Chaperoning events
_____Providing legal advice
_____Helping with finances/bookkeeping
_____Making phone calls
_____Building or maintaining props and equipment

_____Creative Design skills

_____Supplying Food and Drinks when needed

_____Medical assistance on trips (LPN, RN or MD)

_____Other (please specify):______________________________________
     ___________________________
“I am only one; but still I am one.  I cannot do everything, but still I can do something; I will not refuse to do the something I can do.”
